St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Sundays at 5:00 pm
Worship: Online & In-Person
facebook.com/SSLVwa/live
sslv.org/live
We as people of faith who are called to care for this creation want to
respectfully acknowledge the Cowlitz and Chinook People, who have
stewarded this land throughout the generations. We begin this effort to
acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth. We are standing on
the ancestral lands of the Cowlitz and Chinook People. We pay respects to their
elders past and present. Please take a moment to consider the many legacies of
violence, displacement, migration, and settlement that bring us together here
today. And please join us in uncovering such truths.
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St. Stephen’s is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive
Christian community striving through worship, love
and service to welcome all people just as God created
you. No matter where you are on your journey of faith,
and whether you are single, married, divorced,
separated, or partnered, our welcome knows no
boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, culture, political
affiliation, gender, sexual orientation, economic condition,
physical or mental ability. We believe that God delights in
the diversity of creation and so do we!
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Following the readings, we will hold a space for silence and reflection (and
on occasion enjoy musical offerings by special guest musicians) before
continuing our service as we sing together the Song of Mary.
Advent 1 November 28
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.--John
1:1-5
Advent 2 December 5
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world.--John 1:6-9
Advent 3 December 12
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.--John
1:10-13
Advent 4 December 19
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.--John 1:14-18
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The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
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Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation,
especially those we now name at this time either silently or aloud ____________.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal
kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
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Music from LiturgicalFolk.com, Music: Ryan Flanigan, Copyright 2021 Ryan Flanigan Music (BMI)
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The Collects
Officiant

Officiant and People

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of
death and prepared for us our place in the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who
have this day given thanks for his resurrection, may praise you in that City of
which he is the light, and where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give
rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield
the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen.
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your
well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name
you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen
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