FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
ST, STEPHEN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 2022

Our worship this season of Advent is focused on three things:
1) Preparing Our WHOLE Community for the Arrival of Christ
2) Deepening Our Relationships Across Generations
3) Worshiping in the Episcopal Tradition

Welcome
to St.
STephen's
We as people of faith who are called to care
for this creation want to respectfully
acknowledge the Cowlitz and Chinook
People, who have stewarded this land
throughout the generations. We begin this
effort to acknowledge what has been buried
by honoring the truth. We are standing on
the ancestral lands of the Cowlitz and
Chinook People. We pay respects to their
elders past and present. Please take a
moment to consider the many legacies of
violence, displacement, migration, and
settlement that bring us together here today.
And please join us in uncovering such truths.

St. Stephen’s is a reconciling, affirming,
and inclusive Christian community
striving through worship, love and
service to welcome all people just as
God created you. No matter where you
are on your journey of faith, and whether
you are single, married, divorced,
separated, or partnered, our welcome
knows no boundaries of age, race,
ethnicity, culture, political affiliation,
gender, sexual orientation, economic
condition, physical or mental ability. We
believe that God delights in the diversity
of creation and so do we!

We Sing in Joy that we are
together today.
verses 1-4
Verses 1-4
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Liturgy
of the
word

We prepare ourselves in Advent for the arrival of the Christ Child with
the stories of waiting in anticipation for a great gift.
Blessed are you, holy and living One.
You come to your people and set them free.
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We Sing with praise for all
that god has done
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Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the
works of darkness, and put on the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in
which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us
in great humility; that in the last day, when
he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A prayer
for waiting

A star carved into the ceiling of the
Shepherd's Caves in Bethlehem
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The song of mary
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We sing The Song of Mary in anticipation of what the arrival of Jesus will
mean for the world.
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But no one knows the day or hour that these things
will take place. Not the spirit-messengers for the
spirit world above, not even the Creator's own son,
but only the Great Spirit, who is our Father from
above, knows.
When the True Human Being comes, it will be like it
was in the days before the great flood in the of One
Who Rests (Noah). In those days the people were
eating and drinking and getting married until the
day that One Who Rests (Noah) entered the great
wooden canoe. No one knew what was happening
until the floodwaters came, washed them away,
and drowned them all. It will be the same when the
True Human Being appears.
During that time two men will be working in the
field. One will be taken away and the other left. Two
women will be husking corn. One will be taken away
and the other left. So be on the lookout, because
you never know when your Honored Chief will
arrive.
But know this: If the elder of a family had known
what part of the night the thief was coming, he
would have stayed awake and stopped the thief
from breaking in. Just like this elder, you must be
ready, for the True Human Being will not come at
the time you expect him to.
The Gospel of the Our Savior. Glory to you, O
Christ.

The Story
of Jesus

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ
according to Matthew 24:36-44(First Nations
Version)
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Home of Mary
in Nazareth

The Basicalla Church of the
Annunciation, Nazareth, the site
where Gabriel visited Mary

PThe
r Home
e p a of
r iMary
ng
f oinrNazareth
Christ
How do we prepare our spaces for
the arrival of the Christ Child?
How do we prepare our homes?
How do we prepare this church?

11

Creed

A Statement of Our Faith Connecting US to
ALL Christians that have waited for Christ

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

Icon of Mary
at the Basilica
Church of the
Annunciation,
Nazareth
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Prayers
of the
People

We pray together for the needs of the world, the church, our local community.
What do you pray for today?
You can pray for others, for teachers, for leaders, for the weak, and for your own
needs.
After each prayer offered today we take a moment of silence to
offer our prayers to God.
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We admit our faults and seek the forgiveness of God which is always present if we simply ask

Jesus forgives Peter for his denial, at the Sea of Galilee

Confession of Sins
Let us confess our sins to God.

Absolution

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on
you, forgive you all your sins
through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
The peace of Christ be always
with you.
And also with you.
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We Sing in Joy for the offerings
we bring to God Today
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Holy
Eucharist

We celebrate the Holy Meal that Christ has left for us. The words of
Christ in our prayer are taken from scripture and known as the “words of
institution.”
The Greek word for “remember” does not simply mean to recall. It means
more in that it calls us to make Christ present.
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Eat
this
breaD
Drink
this
cup
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right, and good and joyful,
to give you thanks, all-holy God,
source of life and fountain of mercy.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and
to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or
fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of
every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing (say):
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life.
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite
love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful
stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor
your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation,
abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care
for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

The Site of Jesus' Birth,
Church of The Nativity,
Bethlehem
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On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out
for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to
you from your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy
Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the
Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into
the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with
the Blessed Mother Mary, Stephen and all your saints, past,
present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.
AMEN.

Remember me

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with
you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the
wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal
Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family,
and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself
freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the
way of freedom and life.
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As Our Savior Christ taught us, we now pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
Fraction (to the tune of Greensleeves)
What feast of love is offered here
What banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life
What gracious gift is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
The bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
How sweet the manna given!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
You are invited to come forward and receive Eucharist at this time. We will
be sharing wine from a common chalice, so if you would prefer intinction
please let the priest know so that they may intinct in a separate chalice
reserved for this practice. Gluten free communion is available and a nonalcoholic option in place of the wine is also available upon request.
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For those joining via Live-Stream: A Prayer for a Person Unable to Take the Eucharist
(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787)
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love
you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I
embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen.
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Postcommunion Prayer (Standing or Kneeling/Sitting)
Loving God,
we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
The blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah,
and of Jesus Christ born of our sister Mary,
and of the Holy Spirit, who Broods over the world as a mother over her
children,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
Community Invitations
(You are invited to stand as able.)
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Closing Hymn
Following the closing hymn you are invited to join us in the Parish Hall
for Coffee Hour! If you are new today, please take a welcome packet
(found in the pew or at the front door) and if you feel comfortable,
introduce yourself to Fr. Nic!
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We Sing in Joy for all we have
received today
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CHRISTMAS @ ST. STEPHEN'S
CHRISTMAS EVE, SATURDAY DECEMBER 24
4PM GRAB-BAG PAGEANT & EUCHARIST
10PM TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS EVE
CHRISTMAS DAY, SUNDAY DECEMBER 25
10:30AM EUCHARIST CELEBRATION
WEAR YOUR CHRISTMAS JAMMIES!

