
Fifth
Sunday 
In Lent

March 17, 2024 St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

St. Stephen’s is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian
community striving through worship, love and service to welcome all
people just as God created you. No matter where you are on your
journey of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced,
separated, or partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of age,
race, ethnicity, culture, political affiliation, gender, sexual orientation,
economic condition, physical or mental ability. We believe that God
delights in the diversity of creation and so do we!

We as people of faith who are called to care for this creation want to
respectfully acknowledge the Cowlitz and Chinook People, who
have stewarded this land throughout the generations. We begin this
effort to acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth. We
are standing on the ancestral lands of the Cowlitz and Chinook People.
We pay respects to their elders past and present. Please take a moment
to consider the many legacies of violence, displacement, migration,
and settlement that bring us together here today. And please join us in
uncovering such truths.



Connect with Fr. Nic:

Please leave your name and email/phone number and Fr. Nic will connect

with you this week with an invitation to enjoy a cup of coffee on him!

Name:

___________________________________________________________________

Email/Phone:

____________________________________________________________

W O R S H I P  T E A M

Presider                  Fr. Nic Mather
Musician.               Riki Davis
Acolyte                   Miles Henricksen, Ester Henricksen
Altar Guild             Robin Swecker
Coffee Hour          Sharalyne King, Dee Taylor
Reader                    John Edmiston
Chalice                   Mary Hoover
Usher                      Greg Moore
Greeter                   Janice Stixrud
Verger                     John Edmiston
Vestry Presence   Robin Swecker, Heather Niemi

Easter Memorials
The flower adornment of the Church at Easter is made possible
by the gifts of individuals.  If you would like to make an offering
to the Easter Flowers, please use an envelope from the pew or
contact the office by March 26 with your memorial information.  





THE PENITENTIAL ORDER
The Pentitential Order is used in Lent to remind ourselves of the themes of this
season: repentance, forgiveness, connection to God and others through the
practice of our faith and the fulfillment of the promise that is to come. It is a
prepartory act of cleansing for the liturgy (that is, the worship of the people) we
enter into together this day.

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
His mercy endures for ever. Amen.

The Decalogue

Hear the commandments of God to his people:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
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THE PENITENTIAL ORDER
The Penitential Order is used in Lent to remind ourselves of the themes of this
season: repentance, forgiveness, connection to God and others through the
practice of our faith and the fulfillment of the promise that is to come. It is a
prepartory act of cleansing for the liturgy (that is, the worship of the people) we
enter into together this day.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    1 John 1:8,9

(All Kneel As Able)

Let us confess our sins to God. 
Silence may be kept.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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Children are invited to follow the procession of the cross from the Church to the
Parish Hall for Sunday School. While the program is geared for children 10 & under,
ALL children are welcome to attend. Parents are also welcome to attend. Children
will return to the church in time for Eucharist (typically returning after the passing
of the peace).

6



The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections
of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire
what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world,
our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever..  Amen.

A reading from Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I
was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each
other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to
the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their
sin no more.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD



Psalm 51:1-13

1     Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; *
          in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

2     Wash me through and through from my wickedness *
          and cleanse me from my sin.

3     For I know my transgressions, *
           and my sin is ever before me.

4     Against you only have I sinned *
            and done what is evil in your sight.

5     And so you are justified when you speak *
           and upright in your judgment.

6     Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, *
           a sinner from my mother's womb.

7     For behold, you look for truth deep within me, *
            and will make me understand wisdom secretly.

8     Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; *
           wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.

9     Make me hear of joy and gladness, *
           that the body you have broken may rejoice.

10   Hide your face from my sins *
            and blot out all my iniquities.

11   Create in me a clean heart, O God, *
            and renew a right spirit within me.

12   Cast me not away from your presence *
            and take not your holy Spirit from me.

13   Give me the joy of your saving help again *
           and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

8 Crusader crosses carved into stone at the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre (site of Jesus' Death/Burial/Resurrection)



A reading from Hebrews 5:5-10

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by
the one who said to him,

“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”;

as he says also in another place,

“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was
heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned
obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he
became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been
designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Procession (before reading, please stand as able)
Gather Hymnal #474

From ashes to the living font 
Your Church must journey, Lord. 
Baptized in grace in grace renewed 
by your most holy Word.
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The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ according to John 12:20-33
Praise to you, O Christ.

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir,
we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip
went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of
Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am,
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it
again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for
your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this
world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

The Gospel of our Savior.
Glory to you, O Christ.

Gospel Recession (after reading)

Unless, like grains of wheat, we fall
 Upon the ground to die, 
 We cannot share the gift of life,
 Raised up, like you, on high.

Homily--Fr. Nic Mather
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We believe in one God,
     the Father, the Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth,
     of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
     the only Son of God,
     eternally begotten of the Father,
     God from God, Light from Light,
     true God from true God,
     begotten, not made,
     of one Being with the Father;
     through him all things were made.
     For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father,
     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
     who has spoken through the prophets.
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE NICENE CREED
(Please stand as able)
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Celebrant    Have mercy on us, O God, according to your loving kindness; in
your great compassion, hear our prayers.

Reader    We pray for the whole church, all leaders and ministers, and all the
holy people of God.

Wash us through and through,
And cleanse us from our sin.

SILENCE

We pray for our nation, for all the nations of the earth, and for all who govern
and judge.

Purge us from our sin,
And we shall be pure.

SILENCE

We pray for those who hunger, those who thirst, those who cry out for justice,
those who live under the threat of terror, and those without a place to lay their
head.

Make them hear of joy and gladness,
that those who are broken may rejoice.

SILENCE

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(Please stand as able)
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We pray for those who are ill, those in pain, those under stress, and those who
are lonely. We especially pray for David Hughey, Anna Rangel, Karine
Roubicek, Corrie Lopez, and those you name either silently or aloud.

Give them the joy of your saving help,
and sustain them with your bountiful Spirit.

SILENCE

In this season of Lent we pray for those who prepare for baptism, and we pray
that we all might be given the grace and strength to repent and grow closer to
you, O God.

Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew a right spirit within us.

SILENCE

We pray for those who have died who have entered into the land of eternal
Light and your abiding peace, especially Eli Velve, and those who you now
name either silently or aloud

Cast them not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from them.

SILENCE

Celebrant    Lord Jesus, you were tempted by the Evil One in the wilderness
and yet did not succumb. Be present to us who live with temptation day by
day, and give us your strength, and your amazing grace. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(Please stand as able)

13



The Peace of our Savior Jesus Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his name, bring offerings and come into his
courts.

Offertory Hymn                                                                                              Londonderry Air
Bell Choir

THE PEACE & OFFERTORY
(Please stand as able)

A mosaic reminder of Matthew 23:37-39: "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to

you, desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”

Dominus Flevit (“The Lord Wept”) Church, Mount of Olives, Jerusalem
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,
source of life abundant.
From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep
and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars;
earth, winds, and waters;
and every living thing.
You made us in your image,
and taught us to walk in your ways.
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
and yet, as a mother cares for her children,
you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us
to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

(Please stand as able)
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
To deliver us from the power of sin and death
and to reveal the riches of your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son,
Jesus the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life,
and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us,
Jesus was at table with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

(You may choose to stand or kneel as able)
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you,
gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,
who was and is and is to come,
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,
and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation,
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us,
with Stephen and all your saints,
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
to feast at the banquet prepared
from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Tree Sculpture represents the Christian Church with Christ as
the trunk and the various denominations springing forth as

branches and leaves. This sculpture is found in the Upper Room,
site of the Last Supper, Jerusalem.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are
bold to say,

Our Father in heaven,
    hallowed be your Name,
    your kingdom come,
    your will be done,
        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
    as we forgive those
        who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
    and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
    and the glory are yours,
    now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.

The Gifts of God, for the People of God.

You are invited to come forward and receive Eucharist at this time. We will be
sharing wine from a common chalice, so if you would prefer intinction please let the
priest know so that they may intinct in a separate chalice reserved for this practice.
Gluten free communion is available and a non-alcoholic option in place of the wine
is also available upon request.





Prayer for Eucharistic Visitor
We offer a prayer from our community to those who are unable to join us as we
send the sacrament to them carried by a minister of the church

As you go to the sick and homebound, take with you not only the sacrament
that we have celebrated, but also the Word of God which we have heard, as
well as the affection of this parish community. Ask for the prayers of those
whom you visit in return. Go, now, with God’s peace and blessing. AMEN.

Postcommunion Prayer (Please kneel as able)

Loving God,
we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God strengthen you to
be Christ’s hands and heart in this world, and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

(Please stand as able)
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Following the closing hymn you are invited to join us in the Parish Hall for Coffee
Hour! If you are new today, please take a welcome packet (found in the pew or at
the front door) and if you feel comfortable, introduce yourself to Fr. Nic!
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PALM CROSS FOLDING PARTY

Come join us on Saturday, March 23 at 10:00 in Baird
House for the Palm Cross Folding Party.  Learn the
ancient art of manipulating palms for purpose of
worship.  Everyone is welcome.







Easter Egg Candy
Donations
Needed!

Please bring Candy
for Easter Eggs to

the office by
Sunday March 24!

Join us following
Easter Morning

Worship for our Annual
Easter Sunday Coffee
Hour Potluck Brunch!

Bring a dish to share if
able and help us

celebrate that
HE IS RISEN!

The Philadelphia
Eleven

FINAL SHOWING
TODAY

3:30pm!

The Garden Vigil
Sit in Prayer with

Christ in the
Garden of

Gethsemane
Thursday March 28-

Friday March 29
Sign Up Today!



Palm Sunday 
March 24 @ 10:30am

Maundy Thursday
March 28 @ 6pm

Good Friday
March 29 @ Noon

The Great Vigil of Easter
March 30 @ 7pm

Easter Sunday
March 31 @ 10:30am

Crucifixion Icon, Site of Jesus’ Crucifixion, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem

The Empty Tomb, Site of Jesus’ Burial, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem

The Sun Shines on the Empty Tomb, Site of Jesus’ Resurrection, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem

The Upper Room, Site of the Last Supper, Jerusalem

Palm Frond, Sea of Galilee, Israel


