
 

The Second Sunday After Pentecost 
June 22, 2025 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Longview, WA 

 
We as people of faith who are called to care for this creation want to 
respectfully acknowledge the Cowlitz and Chinook People, who 
have stewarded this land throughout the generations. We begin this 
effort to acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth. We 
are standing on the ancestral lands of the Cowlitz and Chinook People. 
We pay respects to their elders past and present. Please take a 
moment to consider the many legacies of violence, displacement, 
migration, and settlement that bring us together here today. And 
please join us in uncovering such truths. 
 
St. Stephen’s is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian 
community striving through worship, love and service to welcome all 
people just as God created you. No matter where you are on your 
journey of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced, 
separated, or partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of age, 
race, ethnicity, culture, political affiliation, gender, sexual orientation, 
economic condition, physical or mental ability. We believe that God 
delights in the diversity of creation and so do we! 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Connect with St. Stephen’s! 

Please leave your name and email/phone number and Fr. Nic 
will connect with you this week with an invitation to enjoy a 
cup of coffee on us! 
 

Your Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Your Phone Number: _________________________________________________ 

Your Email:_____________________________________________________________ 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Song of Praise & Children’s Procession 
 

Children are invited to follow the procession of the cross from the Church to the 

Parish Hall for Sunday School. While the program is geared for children 10 & 

under, ALL children are welcome to attend. Parents are also welcome to attend. 

Children will return to the church in time for Eucharist (typically returning after 

the passing of the peace). 

 

 
 
Worship Leaders June 22, 2025 
 
Presider  The Rev. Nic Mather 

Musician  Riki Davis    
Altar Guild  Becky Edmiston  
Reader  Ladonna Stacey, Maddy Glaser 

Greeter  Mary Lyons 

Chalice Bearer Michele Waite 

Usher  Greg Lapic 

Verger  Garry Beauregard 

Vestry Presence Mary Lyons, Katherine Beauregard  
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The Collect of the Day 
 

God be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

 

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for 

you never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure 

foundation of your loving -kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
(Please be seated for readings from Holy Scripture) 
 
A Reading from Isaiah 65:1-9 

I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, 
to be found by those who did not seek me. 

I said, "Here I am, here I am," 
to a nation that did not call on my name. 

I held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people, 

who walk in a way that is not good, 
following their own devices; 

a people who provoke me 
to my face continually, 

sacrificing in gardens 
and offering incense on bricks; 

who sit inside tombs, 
and spend the night in secret places; 

who eat swine's flesh, 
with broth of abominable things in their vessels; 

who say, "Keep to yourself, 
do not come near me, for I am too holy for you." 
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These are a smoke in my nostrils, 
a fire that burns all day long. 

See, it is written before me: 
I will not keep silent, but I will repay; 

I will indeed repay into their laps 
their iniquities and their ancestors' iniquities together, 

says the LORD; 

because they offered incense on the mountains 
and reviled me on the hills, 

I will measure into their laps 
full payment for their actions. 

Thus says the LORD: 

As the wine is found in the cluster, 
and they say, "Do not destroy it, 
for there is a blessing in it," 

so I will do for my servants' sake, 
and not destroy them all. 

I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, 
and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; 

my chosen shall inherit it, 
and my servants shall settle there. 

 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 22:18-27 

18  Be not far away, O LORD; * 
 you are my strength; hasten to help me. 

19  Save me from the sword, * 
 my life from the power of the dog. 

20  Save me from the lion's mouth, * 
 my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls. 

21  I will declare your Name to my brethren; * 
 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

22  Praise the LORD, you that fear him; * 
 stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 
 all you of Jacob's line, give glory. 

23  For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
 neither does he hide his face from them; * 
 but when they cry to him he hears them. 

24  My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
 I will perform my vows in the presence of those who  

worship him. 

25  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 
 "May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the 

LORD, * 
 and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 
 he rules over the nations. 
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A Reading from Galatians 3:23-29 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law 
until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian 

until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith 

has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus 

you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or 

Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 

for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you 

are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Processional (before reading) & Recessional (after reading) 
(Please stand as able) 
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The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ According to Luke 8:26-39 
Glory to you, O Christ. 
 

Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is 

opposite Galilee. As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons 

met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house 

but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at 

the top of his voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 

God? I beg you, do not torment me" -- for Jesus had commanded the unclean 

spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept 

under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the 

bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, 

"What is your name?" He said, "Legion"; for many demons had entered him. 

They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 

Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the 
demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 

Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the 

herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in 

the city and in the country. Then people came out to see what had 

happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom 

the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right 

mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen it told them how the one 

who had been possessed by demons had been healed. Then all the people 

of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for 

they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The 

man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; 

but Jesus sent him away, saying, "Return to your home, and declare how 

much God has done for you." So he went away, proclaiming throughout the 

city how much Jesus had done for him. 

The Gospel of our Savior. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Homily                                                                                               The Rev. Nic Mather
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Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 
 

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father; 
     through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father, 
     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
     who has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
 

Celebrant:  God there are no places your love cannot penetrate; give us eyes to 

see you in darkness, ears to hear you in silence, and minds that rest in your 

stillness. Hear these prayers and the prayers of our deepest hearts as we say, 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: Grant to those who love you, and those who long to love you more, 

the deep desire to do your will and seek you in all times and circumstances. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

Inspire our hearts to carry your message to all those who long for your good 

news and send us to be your hands at work in this world and in the world to 

come. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Give those who have authority over us the desire to serve your people with 

mercy and justice. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Bless us with a great unease in the face of hunger, poverty, injustice, and 

persecution that we might find peace only in the way of Love as demonstrated 

by your son Jesus, our Lord. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort the afflicted, the wounded, the sick and the dying with the certain 

promise of your constant love in this life and the next.  Especially we pray for 

David Hughey, Ron & Harriet Byrnes, Lyn Spens, Reed Nunnelee, D. Rowley, 

Marlene Norman, Ina Edmiston and those you now name either silently or 

aloud.   

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Welcome the dying and comfort the grieving; let their entrance into the land of 

light and life give us comfort and hope for our future. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant:  Glory and honor to you O Lord, for you are the one who seeks us 

out, provides for our needs, and directs our path. Bless us and keep us this day 

and always through the grace of your Son and the power of your Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

 
Confession of Sins (Please kneel as able) 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 

Absolution 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace (Please stand as able) 

The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you. 
 

Offertory Sentence 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 

sacrifice to God.   Ephesians 5:2 

 
The Offertory Hymn (Please stand as able) 
 
Give to the virtual offering plate by scanning or online @ sslv.org 
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Eucharistic Prayer C  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.  

Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island 

home.  

By your will they were created and have their being.  
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 

with a great diversity of gifts and abilities. You made us the rulers of creation. 
But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 

another.  

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 

revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only 

Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom 

and peace.  

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.  
 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked 

to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

17 



 

The Celebrant continues 

 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people 

by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by 

your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, 

and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of 

you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me.”  

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving,  

We celebrate his death and resurrection,  
as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world 

about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace 

only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace 

of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 

worthily serve the world in his name.  

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.  
 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 

Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, 

and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

 
Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
Fraction Anthem 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

You are invited to come forward and receive Eucharist at this time. We will be 

sharing wine from a common chalice, so if you would prefer intinction please 

leave the bread in your hands and the chalice bearer will intinct for you. Gluten 

free communion is available and a non-alcoholic option in place of the wine is 

also available upon request. 

 

For those joining via Live-Stream: 

A Prayer for a Person Unable to Take the Eucharist  

(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787) 

 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the 

Altar. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot 

now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As 

though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; 

never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 

 
Prayer for Eucharistic Visitor 
 
We offer a prayer from our community to those who are unable to join us as we 

send the sacrament to them carried by a minister of the church 

 

As you go to the sick and homebound, take with you not only the sacrament 

that we have celebrated, but also the Word of God which we have heard, as 

well as the affection of this parish community. Ask for the prayers of those 

whom you visit in return. Go, now, with God’s peace and blessing. AMEN. 
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Postcommunion Prayer  
(Please kneel as able) 

 
Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

The blessing of God: Father, Son, & Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with 

you always. Amen. 
 
(Please stand as able.) 

 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Saints that have 

come before and the Spirit that is with us now. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Hymn 
 
Community Invitations 
 
Following the closing hymn you are invited to join us in the Parish Hall for 
Coffee Hour!  
 
If you are new today, please take a welcome packet and coffee mug (found 
at the front door)! 
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Community Invitations 
 
From Southwest Washington Symphony Summer Orchestra Camp: PLEASE JOIN US for a 
concert celebrating the achievements of the talented young musicians attending the weeklong 
Southwest Washington Symphony Summer Orchestra Camp.  The final concert will be on 
Friday, June 27, 2025, at 5:30pm in Wollenberg Hall at Lower Columbia College Rose 
Center for the Arts.  It is open to all with no admission charge. Please share this invitation with 
others who would like to show their support for these students and for the cause of music in our 
community. 
 
Save the dates:  
❖ St. Stephen's Summer Picnic–Saturday August 2 
❖ The Deneckes, Episcopal Folk Duo 

➢ Performing live at St. Stephen's, Wednesday August 6 @ 7pm 
❖ Columbia River Chamber Music Festival  

➢ Thursday August 7-Sunday August 10 
❖ Booth Volunteers Needed @ SquirrelFest–Saturday August 16 

 
Summer Book Club: 
 

Join us in reading The Lemon Tree by Sandy Tolan this summer.  
 

In the summer of 1967, not long after the Six Day War, three young Palestinian men ventured 
into the town of Ramla in Israel. They were cousins, on a pilgrimage to see their childhood 
homes, from which they and their families had been driven out nearly twenty years earlier. One 
cousin had the door slammed in his face, one found that his old house had been converted into a 
school. But the third, Bashir, was met at the door by a young woman named Dalia, who invited 
him in...This poignant encounter is the starting point for the story of two families - one Arab, one 
Jewish - which spans the fraught modern history of the region. In the lemon tree his father 
planted in the backyard of his childhood home, Bashir sees a symbol of occupation; Dalia, who 
arrived in 1948 as an infant with her family, as a fugitive from Bulgaria, sees hope for a people 
devastated by the Holocaust. Both are inevitably swept up in the fates of their people and the 
stories of their lives form a microcosm of more than half a century of Israeli-Palestinian history. 
What began as a simple meeting between two young people grew into a dialogue lasting four 
decades. The Lemon Tree offers a much needed human perspective on this seemingly intractable 
conflict and reminds us not only of all that is at stake, but also of all that is possible. 
 
If able, please join us on Wednesday August 20 @ 6pm at Hop-n-Grape to discuss your 
reflections and learnings from the book (please come even if you haven't yet 
completed the book). 
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