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We as people of faith who are called to care for this creation want to respectfully
acknowledge the Cowlitz and Chinook People, who have stewarded this land
throughout the generations. We begin this effort to acknowledge what has been
buried by honoring the truth. We are standing on the ancestral lands of the Cowlitz
and Chinook People. We pay respects to their elders past and present. Please take
a moment to consider the many legacies of violence, displacement, migration, and
settlement that bring us together here today. And please join us in uncovering such
truths.

St. Stephen’s is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian community striving
through worship, love and service to welcome all people just as God created
you. No matter where you are on your journey of faith, and whether you are single,
married, divorced, separated, or partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of
age, race, ethnicity, culture, political affiliation, gender, sexual orientation, economic
condition, physical or mental ability. We believe that God delights in the diversity of
creation and so do we!

Connect with St. Stephen’s!
Please leave your name and email/phone number and Fr. Nic will connect with you this

week with an invitation to enjoy a cup of coffee on us!

Your Name: ______________________________________________________

Your Phone Number: ______________________________________________

Your Email:_______________________________________________________



Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Church of The Nativity, Bethlehem
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The Invitation to Prayer

Beloved in Christ, this day it is our duty and delight to prepare ourselves to
hear again the message of the angels, and to go in heart and mind to
Bethlehem, and see this thing which has come to pass, and the Babe, lying in
the manger. Therefore let us hear again from Holy Scripture the tale of the
loving purposes of God from the first days until the glorious redemption
brought us by this holy Child; and let us make this house of prayer glad with
our carols of praise. But first, because this of all things would rejoice Jesus’
heart, let us pray to him for the needs of the whole world, and all his people; for
peace upon the earth he came to save, for love and unity within the one
Church he did build; for goodwill among all peoples. And particularly at this
time, let us remember the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; the sick
and those who mourn, the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little
children; and all who know not our Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by
sin have grieved his heart of love. Lastly let us remember all those who rejoice
with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude who no
one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in
this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us
humbly offer up to the throne of heaven.

The Blessing
     
May the almighty God bless us with divine grace, may Christ give us the joy of
everlasting life, and unto the fellowship of the citizens above, may the Spirit of
Love bring us all.  Amen.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may
also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.



A reading from Genesis 22:15-18

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said,
"By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have
not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make
your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on
the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and
by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for
themselves, because you have obeyed my voice."

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Mosaic, Abraham Sacrifices Isaac, Church of the Holy Sepulchre (site of Jesus’ Death, Burial, & Resurrection), Jerusalem
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A Reading from Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
on them light has shined.

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.

For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

A Star in the
ceiling of a
shepherd’s cave,
Bethlehem
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A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke 1: 26–35, 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said
to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the
angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.
Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Home of Mary, Church of the Annunciation, Nazareth
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A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Site of Jesus' Birth, Church of The Nativity, Bethlehem
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The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According to Luke 2:8-19
Glory to you O Christ.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
     and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them in her heart.

The Gospel of Our Savior. 
Praise to you O Christ.

Angels appear to the Shepherds, Shepherd’s Field, Beit Sahour (outside Bethlehem), West Bank



15Homily by The Rev. Nic Mather

What child is this, who, laid to rest
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We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;�
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

CREED



The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

Offertory Invitation

As we celebrate Jesus’ birth, let us offer our gifts in thanks for God’s precious
gift to us this night. Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his name, bring
offering and come into his courts.

Offertory Music                                                                                                           Choir

Nativity scene, Shepherd’s Field, Beit Sahour (outside Bethlehem), West Bank



The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of
life and fountain of mercy. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect
Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every
generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

HOLY EUCHARIST
(PLEASE STAND IN BODY OR SPIRIT)

Mary, as gifted by the United States
Basilica of the Annunciation

Nazareth
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You
formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You
gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show
forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another
and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and
so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet
you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all
people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You
delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up
prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you
sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to
death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and
life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and
said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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Remembering his death and resurrection we now present to you from your
creation this bread and this wine.

By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of
your daughters and sons, that with the Blessed Mother Mary, Stephen and all
your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to
you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your Name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
 and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours,
 now and for ever. Amen.



Fraction (to the tune of Greensleeves)

What feast of love is offered here
What banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life
What gracious gift is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
The bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
How sweet the manna given!

The Gifts of God, for the People of God.

You are invited to come forward and receive Eucharist at this time. We will be
sharing wine from a common chalice, so if you would prefer intinction please
leave the bread in your hand and the chalice minister will intinct for you. Gluten
free communion is available and a non-alcoholic option in place of the wine is
also available upon request.

Nativity painting, Shepherd’s Field, Beit Sahour (outside Bethlehem), West Bank
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God of abundance,
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. 
Amen.

Lighting of the Candles

Postcommunion
(please stand in body or spirit)

Jesus as a Child, Creche Orphanage, Bethlehem
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The blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, 
and of Jesus Christ born of our sister Mary, 
and of the Holy Spirit, who Broods over the world as a mother over her children,
be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We gratefully acknowledge the gifts of the following donors who make it
possible to adorn the church with poinsettias, greens and other
decorations for our celebration of Christ’s Mass:

John & Becky Edmiston in Memory of
Walt Edmiston and Steve Larson

Karen Miller in Memory 
of Judy Hixson

Janice Stixrud in 
Memory of Joel Rupley

Anonymous donation
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Heather Karnoski 
in Memory of Glenn Brice

Robin Lewis  in 
Memory of Ruth & Eric Werts

Jeanne O’Connor in 
Memory of Doug O’Connor

Michele Waite in Memory of 
Ian & Marion Wright
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A n  I n v i t a t i o n  t o  J o i n  u s  @
S t .  S t e p h e n ' s  i n  2 0 2 6
On behalf of the people of St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, I want to invite you
to join us in this upcoming year to see how St. Stephen's may be meeting you
on your faith journey and how you can make a real impact on both this
community we call St. Stephen's and the larger community around us
through a regular faith practice.

St. Stephen's is a congregation of people who are active in their faith, taking
the lessons they learn from the gospel out into this world. We have many
outreach ministries that are always welcoming new volunteers, we continue
to expand our understanding of what it means to be the church in the world
today, and we support one another in our personal spiritual growth as we
come together in worship each Sunday.

We hope that you will join us this upcoming year to experience how St.
Stephen's can make a real difference in your life. We encourage you to start
by committing one Sunday a month to attending worship at St. Stephen's.
This is the perfect way to start a faith practice with our community and will let
you develop a sense of this place, our worship, and our people.

We look forward to welcoming you back into these pews when you feel so
moved, and we wish you a very Merry Christmas this day and all days.

For more information about St. Stephen's visit our website: sslv.org

In God's Peace & Love,

Fr. Nic


