The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 5, 2026

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Longview, WA

We as people of faith who are called to care for this creation want to
respectfully acknowledge the Cowlitz and Chinook People, who
have stewarded this land throughout the generations. We begin this
effort to acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth. We
are standing on the ancestral lands of the Cowlitz and Chinook People.
We pay respects to their elders past and present. Please take a

moment to consider the many legacies of violence, displacement,
migration, and settlement that bring us together here today. And
please join us in uncovering such truths.

St. Stephen’s is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian
community striving through worship, love and service to welcome all
people just as God created you. No matter where you are on your
journey of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced,
separated, or partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of age,
race, ethnicity, culture, political affiliation, gender, sexual orientation,

economic condition, physical or mental ability. We believe that God
delights in the diversity of creation and so do we!

Connect with St. Stephen’s!

Please leave your name and email/phone number and Fr. Nic

will connect with you this week with an invitation to enjoy a
cup of coffee on us!
Your Name:

Your Phone Number:

Your Email:




We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing

The Hymnal 1982, #433
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Words: Anon. 1625; tr. Theodore Baker (1851-1934). Music: Kremser, from Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626; arr. Eduard

Kremser (1838-1914).



The Liturgy of the Word

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise & Children’s Procession

Children are invited to follow the procession of the cross from the Church to the
Parish Hall for Sunday School. While the program is geared for children 10 &
under, ALL children are welcome to attend. Parents are also welcome to attend.
Children will return to the church in time for Eucharist (typically returning after
the passing of the peace).

Worship Leaders July 5, 2026

Presider The Rev. Susan Blubaugh

Musician Riki Davis

Acolyte Niko Hanberg

Altar Guild Gretchen Niemi, Heather Niemi, Heather Karnofski
Reader Alison Askeland, Rob Painter-Johnson

Greeter Rob Painter-Johnson

Chalice Bearer Michele Waite, Karen Miller

Usher Don Willows

Verger Mary Hoover

Vestry Presence Darcy Davis, Heather Niemi
Coffee Hour
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The Collect of the Day

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

0 God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and
our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to
you with our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for readings from Holy Scripture.

A Reading from Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The Lorp has greatly
blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks
and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys.
And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old;
and he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying,
‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites,
in whose land I live; but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred,
and get a wife for my son.

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lorp, the God of my master
Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way [ am going! [ am
standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out
to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to
drink,” and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels
also” —let her be the woman whom the Lorp has appointed for my
master’s son.



“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming
out with her water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring,
and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.” She quickly let down her jar
from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So |
drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, ‘Whose
daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom
Milcah bore to him.” So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her
arms. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lorp, and blessed the
Lorp, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to
obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you
will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so
that [ may turn either to the right hand or to the left.”

And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She
said, “I will” So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along
with Abraham’s servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said
to her, “May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your
offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” Then Rebekah and her
maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the
servant took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had come from
Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening
to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah
looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel,
and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to
meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and
covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done.
Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and
she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his
mother’s death.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Song of Solomon 2:8-13

The voice of my beloved!
Look, he comes,

leaping upon the mountains,

bounding over the hills.

My beloved is like a gazelle
or a young stag.

Look, there he stands
behind our wall,

gazing in at the windows,

looking through the lattice.
My beloved speaks and says to me:
"Arise, my love, my fair one,

and come away;

for now the winter is past,

the rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth;

the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove

is heard in our land.

The fig tree puts forth its figs,
and the vines are in blossom;
they give forth fragrance.

Arise, my love, my fair one,

and come away."
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A Reading from Romans 7:15-25a

[ do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what [ want, but I do
the very thing I hate. Now if | do what I do not want, I agree that the law is
good. Butin fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.
For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can
will what is right, but I cannot do it. For [ do not do the good [ want, but
the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no
longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.

So I find it to be a law that when [ want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive
to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who
will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Processional (before reading) & Recessional (after reading)
You are invited to stand in body or spirit.
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The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ According to Matthew 11:16-19,
25-30
Glory to you, O Christ.

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’;
the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is
vindicated by her deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent
and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious
will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for [ am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The Gospel of our Savior. Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily The Rev. Susan Blubaugh



Nicene Creed You are invited to stand in body or spirit

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People

Celebrant: Wondrous and almighty God, you have always desired that we,
your creation, might live into the potential you have created for us; hear now
our prayers and fulfill our desires that we may be wholly and enthusiastically
your people as we say, Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Reader: Bless your church; give us courage to overcome our divisions, and
faith to fulfill our call to bring good news and healing to the world. Lord in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless the people of our nation; inspire our very best that we might live into the
promise of our founding. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless all the places that are home to us; grant us peace, health and the true
safety that only your grace can bring. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless those whose work supports the healing of our environment and the
pursuit of a sustainable way of life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless those in need of healing and care and bless those whose work supports
their welfare. Especially we lift up Ron & Harriet Byrnes, D. Rowley, Marge
Ofstun, Jesse Lucas, Wendee Nicole, and those you now name either silently or
aloud. pause. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless those who stand on the threshold of death, grant them a loving welcome
and care tenderly with those who grieve their loss. Especially we pray for
Phyllis Millard, Janice Nelson, and those you now name either silently or aloud.
pause. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Celebrant: God of grace and glory, you have crafted us lovingly in your own
image that we might be sustained through relationship with you and one
another; make us continually aware of your presence and grant us confidence
to reflect your radiant love into the world. All this we ask through our Lord
and advocate, Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns,
now and always. Amen.

Confession of Sins
Please kneel in body or spirit

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

God of all mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,

and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us

through our Savior Jesus Christ,

that we may abide in your love

and serve only your will. Amen.

Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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The Peace

You are invited to stand in body or spirit.

The peace of Christ be always with you.

And also with you.

Offertory Sentence

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life

and labor to the Lord.

Give to the virtual offering plate by scanning or online @ sslv.org

Virtual Offering Plate

Come to Me, O Weary Traveler
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Text: Matthew 11:28-30; Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993, © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc.
Tune: DUNSTAN, 8 7 8 7; Bob Moore, b.1962, © 1993, GIA Publications, Inc.
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Eucharistic Prayer B
You are invited to stand in body or spirit.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of
light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made
flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember Christ’s death,

We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are
acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

15



In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring

us to that heavenly country where, with Stephen and all your saints, we may

enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior,

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our

salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.
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Fraction Anthem: Whoever comes to me

Wonder Love and Praise, #878
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The Invitation to the Table

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

You are invited to come forward and receive Eucharist at this time. We will be sharing
wine from a common chalice, so if you would prefer intinction please leave the bread in
your hands and the chalice bearer will intinct for you. Gluten free communion is
available and a non-alcoholic option in place of the wine is also available upon request.
You may also place your arms across your chest to receive a blessing. Know that ALL
who God calls to the table are welcome here this day.
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Prayer for Eucharistic Visitor
We offer a prayer from our community to those who are unable to join us as we
send the sacrament to them carried by a minister of the church

As you go to the sick and homebound, take with you not only the sacrament
that we have celebrated, but also the Word of God which we have heard, as
well as the affection of this parish community. Ask for the prayers of those
whom you visit in return. Go, now, with God’s peace and blessing. AMEN.

Postcommunion Prayer (please stand in body or spirit)

Loving God,

we give you thanks

for restoring us in your image

and nourishing us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth a people,

forgiven, healed, renewed;

that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of
our sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother
over her children, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Closing Hymn

Following the closing hymn you are invited to join us in the Parish Hall for
Coffee Hour! If you are new today, please take a welcome packet and coffee
mug (found at the front door)!
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Now Let Your Servant Go in Peace
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Text: Nunc dimittis, Luke 2:29-35, adapt. by Ruth Duck, b.1947, © 1992, GIA Publications, Inc.

Tune: DICKSON, LM; Norah Duncan IV, b.1952, © 2010, GIA Publications, Inc.

Community Invitations:

SquirrelFest Tabling and Volunteers Needed!
Join us at SquirrelFest on Saturday August 22!

Volunteers needed to help man our table from 9am-5pm! Multiple shifts available!

Come and help us spread the Good News of St. Stephen's in our Community!

See Katherine Beauregard for details!



	 
	Song of Solomon 2:8-13 

