The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 23, 2026

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Longview, WA

We as people of faith who are called to care for this creation want to
respectfully acknowledge the Cowlitz and Chinook People, who
have stewarded this land throughout the generations. We begin this
effort to acknowledge what has been buried by honoring the truth. We
are standing on the ancestral lands of the Cowlitz and Chinook People.
We pay respects to their elders past and present. Please take a
moment to consider the many legacies of violence, displacement,

migration, and settlement that bring us together here today. And
please join us in uncovering such truths.

St. Stephen’s is a reconciling, affirming, and inclusive Christian
community striving through worship, love and service to welcome all
people just as God created you. No matter where you are on your
journey of faith, and whether you are single, married, divorced,
separated, or partnered, our welcome knows no boundaries of age,
race, ethnicity, culture, political affiliation, gender, sexual orientation,

economic condition, physical or mental ability. We believe that God
delights in the diversity of creation and so do we!

Connect with St. Stephen’s!

Please leave your name and email/phone number and Fr. Nic

will connect with you this week with an invitation to enjoy a
cup of coffee on us!
Your Name:

Your Phone Number:

Your Email:




The Church’s one foundation

The Hymnal 1982, #525
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1 The Church’s one foun - da - tion s Je - sus Christher  Lord;
2 E - lect from ev - ery na - tion, yet one o'er all  the earth,
3 Though with  a scorn-ful won -der men  see her sore op - pressed,
A Mid toil and i - bu - la - tion, and tu=-mult of her war
5 Yet she  on earth hath un - ion with God, the Three in One,
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1 she is his new c¢re - a - tion by wa - ter  and the word:
2 her char -ter of sal - wva-tion, one Lord, one faith, one  birth;
3 by schi-sms rent a sun - der, by her - e - sies dis - tressed;
4 she waits the con-sum - ma-tion ol peace for ev - er - more;
5 and mys - tic sweet com - mun-ion with those whose rest s won.
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1 from heaven he came and sought her 10 be his ho - ly bride;
2 one ho - ly Name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
3 et saints their watch are  keep-ing, their cry goes up, “How long?”
4 dll with the i - sion  glo-rious her long-ing eyes are blessed,
5 O hap - py ones and ho - ly! Lord, give us grace that we
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1 with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
2 and to one hope she press - es, with ev-ery grace en - dued.
3 and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
4 and the great Church vic - to - rious shall be the Church at rest.
5 like them, the meek and low - ly, on high may dwell with thee.
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Words: Samuel John Stone (1839-1900). Music: Aurelia, Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1818-1876).



The Liturgy of the Word

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise & Children’s Procession

Children are invited to follow the procession of the cross from the Church to the
Parish Hall for Sunday School. While the program is geared for children 10 &
under, ALL children are welcome to attend. Parents are also welcome to attend.
Children will return to the church in time for Eucharist (typically returning after
the passing of the peace).

Worship Leaders August 23 2026

Presider The Rev. Nic Mather

Musician Riki Davis

Acolyte Esther Henricksen, Miles Henricksen
Altar Guild Lisa Harrington

Reader Mary Lyons, Lauren Henricksen
Greeter Wes & Lauren Henricksen

Chalice Bearer Garry Beauregard, Dee Taylor
Usher John Brugman

Verger Lisa Sudar

Vestry Presence Lisa Harrington, Heather Niemi
Coffee Hour
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The Collect of the Day

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by
your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for readings from Holy Scripture.

A Reading from Exodus 1:8-2:10

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his
people, “Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful
than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and,
in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from
the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with
forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh.
But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread,
so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became
ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter
with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They
were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named
Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew
women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; butifitis a
girl, she shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the
king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of
Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done
this, and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh,
“Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they



are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God
dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very
strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then
Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the
Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.”

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The
woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine
baby, she hid him three months. When she could hide him no longer she
got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she
put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river.
His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her
attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds
and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He
was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of the Hebrews’
children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go
and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?”
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s
mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for
me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and
nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter,
and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I
drew him out of the water.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 124
1 Ifthe Lorp had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;

2 Ifthe Lorp had not been on our side, *

when enemies rose up against us;

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *

and the torrent gone over us;

5 Then would the raging waters *

have gone right over us.

6 Blessed be the Lorp! *

he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *

the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the Name of the Lorb, *

the maker of heaven and earth.



A Reading from Romans 12:1-8

[ appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have
the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Processional (before reading) & Recessional (after reading)
You are invited to stand in body or spirit.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu % ia.

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ According to Matthew 16:13-20
Glory to you, O Christ.

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not prevail against it. [ will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The Gospel of our Savior. Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily The Rev. Nic Mather



Nicene Creed You are invited to stand in body or spirit

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People

Celebrant: Heavenly Father, through Christ, you came into the world to be
truth and life to all who know you. Give us the insight to claim your kingship in
our lives and to proclaim this truth to the world as we pray, Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray for the church, for those who lead worship, for those who
pray, for those who prophesy, for those who teach, and for those who serve the
world in your name. That together, we might fulfill your mission. Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the nation; for all in authority and for those who strive to better
the lives of all people in our country, that it might be a place of promise and
possibility. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our local communities, that they might become places inspired by
Jesus’ vision for human community. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the welfare of the world; for those who are persecuted and cry for
justice; for those who hunger and thirst for knowledge and freedom; for those
who work for the common good. That we might know peace and justice in all
the world. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the needs of our communities, for the hopes of families and for the
needs of each of us gathered here. That we might live abundantly. Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those who suffer; for their relief and comfort and we pray for all
who are in need. Asking also that we may be a part of this healing in
meaningful ways. Especially we pray for Ron & Harriet Byrnes, D. Rowley,
Marge Ofstun, Holly Miller Spieth, Karen Miller, Jesse Lucas, Shirley
Sonnenberg, Lois Larson, Anna Rangel, and those you now name either silently
or aloud. pause. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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We pray for the dying and the deceased, that all may find a loving home in the
kingdom promised to us through our saviour. We pray also for those who
mourn, that they may be comforted now, in their time of need. Especially we
pray for those you now name either silently or aloud. pause. Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Celebrant: We offer these prayers and praises to you O God and ask that they
may be granted as may be best for us and for the world. In the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Confession of Sins
Please kneel in body or spirit
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

God of all mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.

We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,

and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us

through our Savior Jesus Christ,

that we may abide in your love

and serve only your will. Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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The Peace
You are invited to stand in body or spirit.
The peace of Christ be always with you.

And also with you.

Offertory Sentence

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life
and labor to the Lord.

Give to the virtual offering plate by scanning or online @sslv.org

Fish Needs

Virtual Offering Plate

St. Stephen’s FISH program would like to hand out new toothbrushes and

toothpaste at our next distribution. We would love the help of our

parishioners. If you could please donate new toothbrushes and/or full sized

tubes of toothpaste by September 14th. Thank you!

13



I come with joy to meet my Lord

The Hymnal 1982, #304

Unison or harmony
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1 I come with  joy to meet my Lord, for
2 I come with  Chris - tians far and near to
3  As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each
4 And thus with  joy we meet our Lord. His
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Eucharistic Prayer B
You are invited to stand in body or spirit.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of
light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made
flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember Christ’s death,

We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,
We await Christ’s coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are
acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

16



In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring

us to that heavenly country where, with Stephen and all your saints, we may

enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior,

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our

salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.

17



Fraction Anthem: Whoever comes to me

Wonder Love and Praise, #878
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The Invitation to the Table

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

You are invited to come forward and receive Eucharist at this time. We will be sharing
wine from a common chalice, so if you would prefer intinction please leave the bread in
your hands and the chalice bearer will intinct for you. Gluten free communion is
available and a non-alcoholic option in place of the wine is also available upon request.
You may also place your arms across your chest to receive a blessing. Know that ALL
who God calls to the table are welcome here this day.

18



Prayer for Eucharistic Visitor
We offer a prayer from our community to those who are unable to join us as we
send the sacrament to them carried by a minister of the church

As you go to the sick and homebound, take with you not only the sacrament
that we have celebrated, but also the Word of God which we have heard, as
well as the affection of this parish community. Ask for the prayers of those
whom you visit in return. Go, now, with God’s peace and blessing. AMEN.

Postcommunion Prayer
Please stand in body or spirit

Loving God,

we give you thanks

for restoring us in your image

and nourishing us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth a people,

forgiven, healed, renewed,;

that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of
our sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother
over her children, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Closing Hymn

Following the closing hymn you are invited to join us in the Parish Hall for
Coffee Hour! If you are new today, please take a welcome packet and coffee
mug (found at the front door)!
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On Christ the Solid Rock

Lift Every Voice and Sing 11, #99
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3.then is all my hopeand stay.
4.less to stand be - fore the throne.
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Words: Edward Mote (1797-1874). Music: William B. Bradbury (1816-1868).
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Community Invitations:

The Feast of the Creation in Christ

Sunday September 6 @ 10:30am

Join us for a special worship service honoring the Feast of the Creation in
Christ

Welcome Back Sunday
Sunday September 13 @ 10:30am
Join us for Welcome Back Sunday* on Sunday September 13!

*Welcome Back Sunday is a special Sunday where ALL are invited, whether
first time attending or long-time member, to come back to church together to
worship in celebration for the start of a new school year (complete with the
Blessing of the Bags!), a new church program year (when we offer formation
classes), and our Annual St. Stephen's Pie Bake-Off!

Welcome Back Sunday Pie Bake-Off!
Coffee Hour on September 13
Join us and contribute a pie for our annual Pie Bake-Off
e Awards for Best Fruit Pie, Best Cream Pie, Best Savory Pie, and Best
Overall
e [f you want to contribute but NOT bring a pie, you may also bring a
potluck dish to share
e You do not HAVE to contribute to participate in eating all of the goodies!

Sunday Morning Bible Study: A Deep Dive Into Romans

e Sundays Beginning September 20 @ 9am

e Purchase “Into the Heart of Romans” by NT Wright
e Read Chapter 1 for September 20

e RSVP to Fr. Nic
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